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.d O .  ust-released papers could implicate governmen 
By Carolyn McMeekin era1 memo that discusses whether its case against the former Hooker was at  the canal." Department for botching its inve! 
Niagara Gazette the government deeded to Niagara Chemicals and Plastics Corp. could Federa l  Depar tment  of Justice g a t i o n  i n t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  Arn 

Falls the 93rd Street School property be jeopardized. Hooker is now the Oc- spokesman Amy Casner said only dumped a t  Love Canal. He then Si 
BUFFALO - Sixty more secret and the site where the former Griffon cidental Chemical Corp. that the government would not ap- he would make public all the nev 

documents that could implicate the Manor public housing complex stood "They really corroborate what we peal Curtin's decision to unseal the before-seen documents. Curtin 
federal government for dumping a t  without warning tha t  radioactive already said," Occidental spokesman documents. "We will comply with hearing the Seven-month-old trial. 
Love Canal were released F r l d a ~  by waste may have been buried there. J O ~ B  H, Stuart said of the documents. whatever he tells us to do," she said so far,  only Occidental has bc 
U.S. District Court Judge John T, The same memo also shows the "They reinforce the pattern of the from Washington, D.C. 
Curtin. 

found liable for the canal's leaking 
government was concerned that if it government not wantin Hooker and Earlier this week, Curtin unsealed t The .documents include a 1980 fed- had "unclean hands" a t  Love Canal, the community to see w at  their role one document and faulted the Justice CANAL continued on page 
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3t'\ t - - - , 
: Continued from page 1A ment during World War 11. force. 

According to the documents, some "Hooker would have a strong basis I 
: i: Company motions seeking to put of the toxic chemicals found in the for arguing that its actions should be 
, *liability on the state' the City of Niag- canal could have come from wastes viewed a t  worst a s  only contributing 
: ::ara Falls and its school board are dumped by the Army during World to the hazardous situation, and that 
;' pending before Curtin1 as is the War I1 and the Korean War. They its liability should be accordingly 

state's attempt to have Occidental could heve come from the govern. limited," Dearing wrote. 
: pay SzS0 in punitive damages. m e n t ' ~  own wartime chemical plant But the memo says the property : Because of the volume of docu- in Niagara Falls 6r from chemicals deed language regarding radioactivi. 
: ments released this week - most of produced by area industries under ty was standard for the 1940s and '50s : which have also never been seen by wartime government contracts. and meant simply that if uranium 
: Occidental attorneys - Curtin has ~n a memo dated May 26,1980, U.S. were ever found there, the minerals 
: delayed the Start of the company's Justice Department attorney David would remain the property of the 

case against the federal government E. Denring warned that the govern. U.S. government. : May 28. It was have started merit's case against Occidental could The same memo concludes that the : Tuesday. be jeopardized if improper govern- government was not guilty of "mal- 
: Occidental contends the federal  ment actions - such as deeding the feasance" a t  Love Canal and that the 

government should be held partially 83rd Street School and Griffon Manor state task force which investigated 
. liable for the canal's leaking for de- with the knowledge of possible radio. the situation relied on "innuendo, se- 

positing wastes there and because ac t ive  waste  disposal  having oc- lective quotations and deliberate dis- - some of the wastes put there were curred ther'e - were substantiated tortion." 
: produced by Hooker for the govern. by a New York state Assembly task 
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